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falls from, her fair memory. Let the fact thatdfierr
Gregorovius, brilliant writer, painstaking scholar, G&fflg*1
Protestant, fierce and unscrupulous foe of the papacy anST
of the House of Borgia, has destroyed all accusations
against Madonna Lucrezia, silence all suspicion. In his huge
work,1 devoted entirely to her history he has shewn her
to be the victim of inventions due to the paid pens of her
Father's enemies.
It would be contrary to human nature, had Colonna and
Savelli meekly submitted to the confiscation of their fiefs.
Armed resistance was out of the question. The heads of
those Houses only saved their lives by flight into exile in
discontented Germany: but they were not left without one
weapon, the last refuge of the unscrupulous. The anony-
mous libellous pamphlet or epigram lay to their hands.
In the Region of Monti, (the largest district of Rome,
including three of the seven hills, Ouirinal, Esquiline,
Caelian,) which was inhabited by the faction of Colonna,
there stood an antique statue of some river-god whom the
Romans called Marforio. In the Region of Parione, by
Piazza Navona, which was the heart of the mediaeval City,
near Palazzo Braschi, there stood another antique statue
whom the Romans called Pasquino and said that under
him the Book of Wisdom for all time was buried. And it
was the fashion to pretend that these two statues conversed
on current topics, emitting epigrams in the darkness of the
night, which were found in writing on their pedestals in the
morning. All persons who had an axe to grind at an
enemy's expense made use of this convention: and a folio
volume would not contain the witty caustic cynical pas-
quinades (ecce nomen,) which from the Fifteenth to the
Twentieth Century have been found at Pasquino and
Marforio. This method of spleen-splitting was not neg-
1 Gregorovius F., Lucrezia. Borgia.

